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Dear Alumni and Friends:

Vice President for Janice Odom
University Advancement

I grew up in a small valley in Montana with 85
cows, 5 horses, a mother, a father, and 2 brothers.
I couldn’t wait to get out of that valley. And now I
find myself in a new valley, a valley that is magical,
a valley where I feel at home, where the people
have opened their arms to embrace me and my
wife, Jody. Our new friends kid me that I am just
on old Montana cowboy, but I laugh and counter
back every time: yes, but a Montana cowboy from
the Rio Grande.
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I am honored and greatly humbled to be offered
the opportunity and the challenge to lead The University of Texas-Pan American. I
have huge shoes to fill—Dr. Miguel Nevarez guided the University to national
prominence, and Dr. Blandina “Bambi” Cárdenas rejuvenated the student body, helping
us to retain and graduate more students than ever before. I cannot fill those shoes
alone. I need your help; I need us to join mano a mano to help our students achieve
their dreams.
The majority of these students, like me, are first generation students. Many of them
have to work, just as I had to work, to put themselves through college. They are hungry
to learn and to succeed. We owe them the opportunity to be successful.
If I may, please allow me to be personal. My wife and I lost our son a few years back.
Each day I remember that loss. But as someone recently reminded me, I now have
18,400 sons and daughters. And I take seriously my responsibility to work with you
to ensure that their dreams and the Valley’s dreams come true.
We will succeed because of the dedication of the faculty and the staff at this great
university. We can justifiably take pride in Forbes’ magazine ranking us the 32nd best
public university in the nation and the 3rd best in Texas, but in the end, the students,
the faculty, the staff, and the alumni are what make UT Pan American great. We face
tough times ahead with the recent budget cuts and projected state deficit. But together,
we can continue to build on this University’s tremendous history.
Tell your friends about our remarkable story. Come back to campus and meet our
students and faculty. If you have not been here in a while, you may not recognize the
place. But you will feel as proud as I feel, and we will make you feel at home the way
I feel so much at home here. Thank you for this opportunity. Thank you for being part
of UT Pan American.
Sincerely,

Robert S. Nelsen
President
The University of Texas-Pan American

on the cover:

Dr. Robert S. Nelsen, who became UTPA’s eighth
president on Jan. 1, 2010, feels a real kinship
with the Rio Grande Valley. A first generation
college student, he grew up poor on a ranch in
Montana, and now wants to ensure educational
opportunities for the young people of the Valley.
Cover photo by Ramiro Rocky Lozano
Studio Twelve01 Marketing & Creative Services
Los Arcos 2

COMMUNITY
RESEARCH

Masters of the Night

T h e Tr u e S t o r y o f B a t s
M

ost of us have heard creepy stories
about bats and how the blind, bloodsucking squeaky creatures like to attack humans if they get in their way.
But now the Valley community has an
opportunity to learn the real facts about bats
in an exciting new exhibit in The University of
Texas-Pan American Visitors Center through
May 9.
“Masters of the Night: The True Story of Bats”
is a touring museum exhibition produced by
Evergreen Exhibitions that is designed to bring
the mystery surrounding bats out of the dark.
The 2,500-square-foot exhibition dispels popular
misconceptions about bats and explains that
they are actually gentle, beneficial little animals.
It also describes their ecological importance
and gives visitors an appreciation of the true
wonders of the bat world.
UTPA administrators are excited about
bringing an exhibit of this caliber to the
University.
“We have a committee of staff and faculty
that looks at popular and affordable exhibits on
display across the country and selects those they
feel will educate not only our college students

but children in our public schools and families in
our communities,” said Dr. John Edwards, vice
president for enrollment and student services.
“We look for exhibits that offer interactive
displays and hands-on activities so that they can
be educational as well as entertaining and fun. We
believe ‘Masters of the Night: The True Story of
Bats’ fits our criteria,” Edwards said. “We look
forward to seeing many people come through
the Visitors Center and enjoy this exhibition.”
A Neo-Gothic portal leading into the exhibit
provides centuries-old examples of folklore
and mythic representations of bats by different
cultures.
Once inside, visitors are introduced to
multisensory interactive displays. For example,
they can try on a pair of bat ears allowing them
to experience the sensitivity of bat hearing; they
can try to match the bats up with their favorite
foods and look for bats masked in a variety of
habitats. Other fun hands-on activities help
spectators learn about echo-location, pollination,
diet, flight and conservation. The exhibition
also includes special effects, a Gothic castle, bat
fossils, a baby bat nursery and guano or waste
material that interestingly contain seeds that

help regenerate the rainforest.
This exhibit is based on the highly successful
and much larger “Masters of the Night,” which
is 5,000 square feet and has stunned audiences
throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico
and Europe. The smaller version on display
at UTPA was created in response to the
overwhelming demand from smaller markets
wishing to bring this popular exhibit to their
communities.

free to the public
Open through May 9, 2010
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Fridays
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays
Closed Sundays

UTPA Visitors Center
For more information and tours, please visit

www.utpa.edu/bats
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ReadingRevolution
UTPA invites you to join the

FESTIBA 2010 March 22-27

Dr. Seuss, the wildly popular children’s book author, once wrote, “The more you read, the
more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go!”
That’s exactly what The University of Texas-Pan American’s annual event – FESTIBA
(Festival of International Books and Arts) – is all about. Scheduled this year for March 2227 with a “Reading Revolution” theme, FESTIBA 2010 will include a wide range of exciting
attractions that not only celebrate the arts and humanities but also promote literacy by increasing
the interest of children, along with adults, in reading.
This year, festival goers to the weeklong event will be able to hear from notable novelists and
speakers, pose with some of their favorite storybook characters, be inspired by a Hollywood
TV star and enjoy a community day filled with family activities that are both educational and
fun. The celebration will include encounters with poetry, drama, scholarly lectures, artistic
exhibits, musical concerts, mariachi workshops, performances in dance, theatre and film, and
much more.
Organizers say these festivities promise something for the entire family.
“The community is really excited about FESTIBA. It’s really quite a unique event because we
bring in academic scholars who are best in their field and world class authors to do presentations.
We also bring in experts to talk about the importance of literacy and what we need to do as
a society to improve reading and writing skills amongst our young people,” said Dr. Dahlia
Guerra, dean of the College of Arts and Humanities. “At the same time, we have an awesome
lineup of entertainment, so the variety is incredible.”
Throughout FESTIBA week, children’s authors from around the country will visit local
elementary schools to distribute books and curriculum guides as part of the Texas Book
Festival’s “Reading Rock Stars” program. Also, a new component called “FESTIBA Hot Spots”
will encourage teachers to bring their students to UTPA and engage them in hands-on activities
that are geared toward fostering students’ love for reading.
Another first for 2010 FESTIBA is Educator Day, which will officially kick off FESTIBA on
Monday, March 22. The day will include a Congressional Roundtable on Hispanic literacy in
which panelists, including several members of Congress, UTPA President Robert S. Nelsen, and
authors and representatives of literacy programs will address issues on literacy to more than a
1,000 educators and librarians. Educator Day guests will participate in breakout sessions where
they will hear from authors, illustrators and representatives from organizations like Reading is
Fundamental.
On Tuesday, March 23, the community will have an opportunity to sit in on presentations
by renowned Mexican authors including distinguished editor Jorge Hernandez of Mexico City,
whose book Sun, Stone and Shadows, a collection of 20 Mexican short stories, was UTPA’s The
Big Read Program selection this year. Other sessions sponsored by the National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH) will focus on the impact of the Mexican Revolution on Mexican and
Latin American art and other issues. In the evening, award-winning and critically acclaimed
poet and essayist Luis Alberto Urrea, who has 11 published books, will address the public as part
of UTPA’s Distinguished Speakers Series.
March 24-26, the community is invited to attend a number of other informative and lively
NEH-funded panel discussions on the impacts of the Mexican Revolution, which occurred 100
years ago this year. Faculty and student presentations will also be going on, examining topics as
varied as the literary vampire to how better communication can improve your health. Mariachi
workshops and competitions will also be held on March 26.
FESTIBA will conclude Saturday, March 27, with the Community Festival scheduled from
4-9 p.m. on the UTPA campus. A festival highlight will be a special appearance by actress Eva
Longoria Parker, who plays the role of Gabrielle Solis on ABC’s popular series, “Desperate
Housewives.” Longoria Parker grew up in Corpus Christi and graduated from Texas A&MKingsville with a bachelor of science degree in kinesiology. She will address spectators at 7 p.m.
on the main stage in the UTPA Fieldhouse Parking Lot F.
The fun-filled, art-infused day will also include performances by local singers and dancers
as well as by the world famous Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlán and Mexican-American Latin
Grammy-nominated group Alacranes Musical.
Kids will be delighted to meet some of the country’s most popular storybook characters and
enjoy storytelling, poetry readings and art and puppet shows designed for the entire family.
Visitors will also be able to enter the real world of bats at “The Masters of the Night: The True
Story of Bats,” a touring exhibition produced by Evergreen Exhibitions, now on display at the
UTPA Visitors Center. The free exhibit, which includes many hands-on, interactive displays, is
designed for all ages and brings the mystery surrounding bats out of the dark.
For more information on FESTIBA or a daily schedule of events, visit www.utpa.edu/festiba or
call 956/381-3361.

Community Festival
RESEARCH
Sat., March 27 • UTpa Campus

Book Fair by Follett

Location: HPE II Building – Gym 118
Time: 4-10 p.m.
At this Dr. Seuss extravaganza, you will be able to
purchase books at a discounted price, participate
in storytelling time with a famous children’s book
character, see puppet shows, and take pictures
with The Grinch and The Cat-in-the-Hat!

Masters of the Night Exhibit
The True Story of Bats
Location: UTPA Visitors Center
Time: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
This touring exhibition teaches about the
ecological importance of bats and gives visitors
an appreciation of the true wonders of the bat
world. Come venture into this exhilarating exhibit
that has special effects, multi-sensory interactive
displays, environmentally lifelike settings and even
a Gothic castle!

Eva Longoria Parker
Location: Main Stage
UTPA Fieldhouse
Parking Lot F
Time: 7 p.m.
Originally from Corpus Christi, this extraordinary
woman has conquered Hollywood through her
talent, beauty and charisma. Longoria Parker will
take questions from our audience in an exciting
Q&A session. See her live at the Main Stage!

Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlan
Location: Main Stage
UTPA Fieldhouse
Parking Lot F
Time: 8 p.m.
One of Mexico’s oldest and most precious musical
treasures, Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlán will
delight attendees with their repertoire of mariachi
music classics.

Los Alacranes Musical
Location: Main Stage
UTPA Fieldhouse
Parking Lot F
Time: 9 p.m.
Get your dancing shoes ready! Young and
talented, the contagious beat of Los Alacranes
Musical will get everybody on their feet, dancing
to their unique style of banda duranguense.

Community Festival MC:
Arlene Santana
Location: Main Stage
UTPA Fieldhouse
Parking Lot F
Versatile actress and TV hostess, our very own Arlene
Santana has hosted many high caliber entertainment,
music and sport events. She’s also played several
roles including Maquillaje, in the independent film
“Salud” and in ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy.” Raised
in La Joya, Santana continues to make her mark in
Los Arcos 5
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Academic Affairs

40 Years of R
M

uch has changed since Joe R. Martinez (’79) performed with the Ballet
Folklórico UT-Pan American in the late 1970s, including the group’s
name. However, the feelings that folkloric dance stirs in his heart have
not.
“From the first time I walked into the dance classroom, I was hooked,”
Martinez said. “It gave me such pride and joy to belong to the group and perform
for people.”
Seeing the group’s progression more than 30 years later rouses strong emotions in
Martinez – now a real estate agent in Harlingen – about the pastime he enjoyed so
much in his youth.
“The professionalism and performance expertise of the dancers today are just
amazing. There really is no comparison in the advancement of skill
from the late 1970s to today,” Martinez said.
Martinez, who met his wife of 25 years in a dance class
at the university, said the historical and cultural aspects of
folkloric dance are what he finds most fascinating.
“Folkloric dance is part of our culture,” he said. “I loved
being able to perform authentic dances from the different
regions because it made me feel connected to my roots and
proud of my ancestry. These feelings of pride in history are
evident in the performance of the dancers today.”
Founded in 1970 by the late Dr. Amilda Thomas, a
professor in the Department of Health and Physical Education, the
then Pan Am Dancers started as an extracurricular activity for a small
group of students. The present day Ballet Folklórico UT-Pan
American is composed of 30 dancers, 12 musicians
– Mariachi Mexico Lindo – and six student
production crew members.
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Ballet Folklórico UT-Pan American 1970-2010

Ballet Folklórico Artistic Director Francisco one of the top 10 choreographies at the American
“Frank” Muñoz (BS ’75, MEd ’79, ‘81) and College Dance Festival.
Administrative Director Maria “Mary” Oralia
Frank and Mary said being selected to be on the
Muñoz (BS ’78, MEd ‘82), a husband and wife Texas Commission for the Arts touring roster has
team that took over after Thomas retired in 1987, given the UTPA troupe the opportunity to become
said some people may not realize that Mexico has much more visible throughout the state.
dance that represents each one of their states.
This year, in celebration of its 40th anniversary,
“Mexico is very rich in folklore and dance. the Ballet Folklórico produced and presented
Each state in Mexico has a traditional folk dance an innovative two-hour, 10-part show titled
and each region within the state also has different ALEGRIA 2010, which featured the evolution of
dance forms,” Mary said. “Through the ages, the dances from the state of Veracruz, Mexico, and was
people of Mexico created their own unique styles, enhanced by authentic costumes, special lighting,
rhythmical patterns
scenery and live musical
and
choreography,
accompaniment. More
The professionalism and
and that’s where we
than 15,000 students,
performance expertise of the
get our dance
Valley residents and
dancers today are just amazing.
material from.”
Winter Texans attended
Although
the
the concert series in
history of Mexican
February.
dance has remained the same, the Ballet
The Ballet Folklórico’s popularity and success
Folklórico has changed a lot since it was started contributed significantly to the formation and
40 years ago.
implementation in 2002 of a dance major and minor
“The most noticeable changes are the at UTPA, offering students a broad range of dance
dancers’ performance skill level, addition of training. The first degrees were awarded in 2004 and
increased costuming and repertoires and, most the program has since graduated some 25 majors.
importantly, the quality of the overall
Frank said the majority of dance programs at
production. We are more focused on the schools across the Rio Grande Valley are headed
educational and the artistic aspect of the by UTPA graduates and past members of the Ballet
dance company,” Frank said.
Folklórico group.
Over the years they have
“It’s such a great feeling to see the students that
produced ballets, concerts, zarzuelas and we prepared teaching students in the local schools,
musicals with the Valley Symphony Orchestra especially when they decide to study at UTPA,”
and the UTPA theatre and music departments. he said.
In 1999, the Texas House of Representatives
Martin Hinojosa (BBA ‘90), teacher and folkloric
honored the Ballet Folklórico with a House dance director at PSJA North High School, said
Resolution. The group traveled to Austin he loved being a part of the Ballet Folklórico from
to receive the award and performed in the
Capitol’s rotunda.
In addition, the Ballet Folklórico has
performed for numerous guest artists and
presented at many state, national
and international dance
conferences. In 2007 a piece
by Frank was selected as

Dr. Amilda Thomas †
Founder of Ballet Folklórico

1987 to 2007 because they were like a family to him
during his time at UTPA.
“I miss performing for the audience and being
on stage, but I feel really good about making a
difference in these students’ lives. Many students
today don’t even know what folklórico is, so it’s
really important for me to educate them about the
history and culture behind folklóric dance,”
he said.
Hinojosa said he is amazed at how UTPA’s Ballet
Folklórico has become more and more successful
during the last 40 years.
“I think dance is something that everyone
can relate to, whether you know how to
dance or not,” Hinojosa said. “There is
something about dancing that makes
it easy for everyone to enjoy
watching.”

Frank & Mary Muñoz
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Mariachi

20 years, world fame

With 20 years
under its belt and
several trophy cases full of
awards, the UTPA Mariachi
troupe could sit back and enjoy
its many accolades. However, once
these musicians step off stage, they
return to the practice rooms to find new
ways to improve and grow.
Founded in 1989 by music faculty member
Dr. Dahlia Guerra, the group has grown from
10 to more than 45 students making up three
different mariachis — Mariachi Aztlan, the
most veteran group, and Mariachi Femenil
and Mariachi Juvenil, both formed later to
accommodate more students.
At the time the UTPA Mariachi was founded,
there was only one other Texas institution with
a school-sponsored group. Guerra, now dean of
the College of Arts and Humanities, recalls the
group’s humble beginnings.
“We started with black pants and white
shirts, and we had red ties we bought at the
flea market,” Guerra said. “It was not like the
outfits we have today. A few years later, we
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“

started to add to our outfits. The parent of one
of the students made the first suits for us.”
The group’s first public performance came
during a Spanish symposium hosted by the
University, where they played for 30 minutes.
“The audience was very receptive, and I was
just thrilled with that performance,” Guerra
said.
Like all new groups, the Mariachi group took
time to develop, selling chicken plates to raise
money for equipment and supplies. The group
received much support from the music directors
at the LaJoya Independent School District,
which had mariachi early on as part of its music
program, allowing UTPA’s performers to come
into the troupe with some valued experience.
“We took our students to workshops with
other university mariachis and professional
groups,” Guerra said. “It took a lot of work
on the part of the students and the faculty to
help them grow and improve. It was in 1996
when I think they finally got to a competitive
level. We took part in the San Antonio mariachi
competition and earned first place. That was
when I knew they were really good.”

Guerra’s perceptions of the UTPA Mariachi’s
capabilities was confirmed when the group
was invited to participate in workshops in
San Antonio with the world-famous Mariachi
Vargas de Tecalitlán, the group that popularized
the genre in the 1930s and 1940s and brought it
to the forefront of cultural awareness.
“Mariachi Vargas De Tecalitlán is the gold
standard for mariachis worldwide. We then
knew that was the bar we wanted to set. That is
what we wanted to strive for,” Guerra said.
The UTPA students have since played in many
venues and with mariachi groups from across the
country and world including Japan, France, Italy
and Croatia. One of their most unusual venues
was a steel mill in Iowa, hosted by the plant’s
owner as a gift to his workers, many of whom
had never heard mariachi music before. They’ve
also sung at the state capitol in Austin and been
recognized by both the House and Senate of the
Texas Legislature for promoting the music and
traditions of the Hispanic culture.
All three UTPA Mariachis have also made
a name for themselves in collegiate-level
competitions, going up against such universities

Mariachi Vargas De Tecalitlán is the gold standard for mariachis
worldwide. We then knew that was the bar we wanted to set.

”
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as Harvard, Notre Dame and the University of
California at Los Angeles, among others, and
consistently winning first place.
“We used to have to go out and look for
students and recruit members,” said UTPA
lecturer Francisco Lorea (BA'98, MA '00), who
first played with the mariachi as a student in
1994 and today is its director. “Now they come
to us. We have so many who are interested in
joining the group
that we have to
hold
auditions.
That’s
one
of
the reasons why
we started the
Mariachi Femenil
(one of a handful
of
all-female
mariachi groups in the United States) and
the Mariachi Juvenil, comprised of freshmen
and sophomores.”
Group member Fernando Mendoza, a UTPA
sophomore who sings and plays the violin,
loves being a part of the team.
“We really draw from the students who come
in. They each bring new talents. Many of them
have already been in a mariachi group in high
school,” said Mendoza, who is also the group’s
assistant director. “The kids can improvise and
transpose on the spot today. They’re better
musicians. We develop them here. We can go
compete at any level.”
Lorea described the competitions as
very challenging.
“We always have to look for new ideas in the

‘

types of music we play. Now, we are looking
at style, the sabor, the flavor of the music. It’s
not just the notes. It’s how you interpret the
music. We study old recordings to see how the
masters did it. The music is still evolving and
changing,” he said.
Freshman Vanessa Garza of the UTPA
Mariachi Femenil said she was in elementary
school when she first heard UTPA’s Mariachi
perform. It was
then
that
she
realized she wanted
to be a part of the
program and later
joined her high
school’s mariachi
to gain experience.
“At UTPA, I’ve
grown quite a lot,” Garza said. “Now, I’ve
improved my skills on the guitar. I’ve learned
new styles of singing. It’s certainly at a much
more demanding level than I was used to, but I
was prepared for it. I look forward to learning
much more with the UTPA Mariachi.”
Approximately 600 students have gone
through the program over its 20-year history.
Many have gone on to become music directors
in the local high schools.
“Not all of our mariachi members are music
majors,” Loera said. “We have students with
all majors. In fact, we’ve had members who
are now engineers, doctors, lawyers, school
teachers, really from all fields. It just shows
how the music attracts all types of people.”

It’s not just the notes.
It’s how you interpret
the music.

’
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FACULTY Q&A
´
WITH DR. LEONIDES GOMEZ

Dr. Leonides “Leo” Gómez, professor of curriculum and instruction, is
considered one of the College of Education’s most innovative professors.
His research and scholarly work on linguistic and academic issues that
affect language minority populations led to the creation of the 50/50 Dual
Language Enrichment (DLE) Model he co-developed in 1995. The model,
which has been gaining in popularity for the last 15 years after its successful
results in several Rio Grande Valley school districts, has been effectively
implemented in more than 60 school districts representing more than 440
elementary schools across four states: Texas, Washington, Nevada and
Kansas. In Texas alone, as of fall 2009, this model is being implemented
in 417 elementary schools.

Tell us about your model of dual language learning.

Dual language and enrichment learning recognizes that you get a better schooling and
education if you learn in a language you understand fully. The 50/50 Dual Language
Enrichment (DLE) Model, which I co-authored with my brother, Dr. Richard
Gómez, educates children in two languages in Pre-K through 5th grade. They learn
50 percent of the content in their native language and 50 percent in their second
language. The model also works for children who are native English speakers who
are learning Spanish.

Why does the dual language model work so well?

We found that the students who participated in dual language enrichment were not
only bi-literate, but were also cognitively enhanced. Studies show the more multilingual you are the more creative you are because it stimulates your mind. It works
much better than the transitional bilingual program, which is designed to teach
students English, but to decrease the native language learning as soon as they start
learning English. The problem with that process is that it takes seven years to become
fluent and develop a second language. When kids are in school they are not only
learning language, but they are learning content as well. When we transition kids early
because they are learning the English language, they cease to learn the content and
fall behind academically. If we continue on the old track of the transitional bilingual
program, we are going to continue to leave many students behind, and this is evident
in the academic gaps as these students move through middle school and high school.

How does it make you feel to know this model is being used
across the state?

It makes us so proud to bring the university credibility through the use of this model.
But, I’m even more excited because I focus on results, and this model is making a
difference for children. Our children are our future. These children will eventually be
the ones who come here to the university, so we are all in this together. I’ve always
believed that the Valley should be the experts, and the go-to area, on bilingualism
— since we are a bilingual community for the most part. We should be doing this
better than anyone else. Over the last 15 years, we’ve put the Valley under a national
spotlight as very progressive. In the field of dual language enrichment, the Valley is
perceived as one of the most advanced regions in the nation.

Why is it important that future generations of teachers know
about dual language enrichment?

I think about the future and what will happen after I retire. I would really like dual
language enrichment to continue. We’ve been mentoring a lot of our young assistant
professors to take over the reins and continue the advancement of a dual language
philosophy and this model. And, our undergraduate and graduate programs at UTPA
are philosophically in line with all of this. We are training teachers in which models
are better and why, and maybe they can promote a new way of thinking when they
get into the classroom.

Why is implementing this model so important?

In Texas, Hispanics are now the largest minority group. By 2040, they are going to
represent more than 60 percent of the Texas population. If the largest group of the
population continues to perform the lowest because they are not well educated due to
continued implementation of poor educational programs, it will increase the demand
for state services and reduce the amount of revenue for the state of Texas.
Los Arcos 10
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FibeRio Technology

Corporation becomes

UTPA’s first spinoff company

Pictured from left to right are Texas Gov. Rick Perry, UTPA President
Robert S. Nelsen, former Interim President Charles A. Sorber and Associate
Dean of the College of Science and Engineering Miguel Gonzalez at the Jan.
5 press conference to announce the TEFT awards.

UTPA receives $3.25 million

Emerging Technology Fund award
Utilizing new technology developed by two engineering professors and a team of students, The
University of Texas-Pan American
announced Nov. 16 2009 the launch
of a company that could revolutionize the production of nanofibers
used to manufacture a wide range
of products and help transform the
Rio Grande Valley into an emerging
high-tech industrial and advanced
manufacturing center.
The new company, FibeRio Technology Corporation, is headed by
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Ellery R. Buchanan, an Austinbased entrepreneur with more than
25 years experience in strategic and
executive management positions in
high-tech companies.
Using a new concept of ForceSpinning™ technology invented by
UTPA mechanical engineering professors Dr. Karen Lozano and Dr.
Kamal Sarkar, FibeRio will develop
and manufacture machinery that
employs centrifugal force – rather
than the more costly, current electrospinning technology – to create
space age nanofibers from a wider
variety of materials than has never
before been possible.
Jackie Michel, director of the
UTPA Office of Innovation and Intellectual Property, said by 2014 the
new company plans to create about
110 jobs that pay in the range of
$100,000, with even greater job creation possibilities into the future.
UTPA Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs Paul Sale said
the company’s launch symbolizes
UTPA’s commitment to research
that benefits not only students but
the regional economy.
“Our University is well positioned
to leverage our intellectual resources
to advance manufacturing and materials technologies throughout the

nation and, indeed, the world,” Sale
said.
The professors who developed
the technology will be able to profit
from their invention, receiving an
equity position and 50 percent of the
royalties received, one of the highest
returns shared by any university in
the nation.
Chairman and CEO Buchanan, who will receive shares in the
company as his compensation, is
putting together a management team
and finding investors.
It is projected that between now
and 2014 the new company will
generate gross retvenues of more
than $234 million and net a total
of nearly $84 million. Michel said
that although the company will
initially start off with small, lab
scale devices developed by Lozano
and Sarkar for their research, it
will move quickly to develop
industrial scale machines that
can produce large quantities
of nanofibers.
Nanofiber is a term used to describe fibers with diameters less
than 0.5 microns that cannot be
seen without visual amplification.
They typically can be used in the
manufacture of medical and filtration materials, wipes, personal care
products, clothing materials, insulation, energy storage applications
and even cosmetics.
The ForceSpinning™ process invented by Lozano and Sarkar uses
centrifugal force to push materials
through minute openings to create nanofibers. Because there is
no electrical charge employed in
their technology, it can be used to
produce nanofibers from both the
materials that can and can’t be used
in the electrospinning process.
Learn more about FibeRio at
www.fiberiotech.com

Governor Rick Perry traveled to UTPA Jan. 5 to announce the awarding of a $3.25
million Texas Emerging Technology Fund (TETF) Research
Superiority Acquisition Award
that will go toward helping the
university hire top-notch researchers for a world-class advanced manufacturing center.
The TETF awards, were created to develop and diversify
the Texas economy by expediting innovation and commercialization of research and bringing
world-class researchers to the
state. UTPA’s award will help
expand the endeavors of the
Rapid Response Manufacturing
Center (RRMC).
The RRMC is a center devoted to research and talent
development in rapid response
manufacturing and has assisted
more than 20 companies since
April 2008.

“The Rapid Response Manufacturing Center is the kind of
facility where new ideas take
place,” Gov. Perry said. “This
investment is intended to create a culture of innovation in
the Rio Grande Valley and
the state.”
UTPA President Robert S.
Nelsen said the award establishes the University as a major
player and contributor to the
economic future of Texas.
This award is part of a larger
pool of funding allocated by
the Texas Legislature last year
as part of the state’s efforts to
invest in emerging technology
and boost the economy with
new jobs. The emerging technology funds will be leveraged
by the university and a private
company bringing the total
UTPA investment to more than
$9 million.

Faculty member’s discovery
wins commercialization award
UTPA has received a $44,000
award from The University
of Texas System to go toward
the commercialization of a
discovery by faculty member
Dr. Yuankun Lin that provides
a more precise, simpler and
cheaper fabrication method
for photonic crystals used in
semiconductors.
The award is among $374,000
in grants presented Jan. 12 to
eight UT System institutions
from the Texas Ignition Fund
(TIF), which was created by the
Board of Regents in 2007 to help
speed the commercialization
of discoveries made at campus

laboratories and move them
into the marketplace.
Lin, associate professor in
the Department of Physics and
Geology, has a patent pending
for the fabrication of a twolayer integrated Phase Mask
to create three dimensional
photonic crystals.
The TIF fund addresses
the challenge that research
discoveries and inventions
at UT institutions often
require additional funding to
develop product applications
that can attract investor
capital
to
achieve
their
commercial potential.
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UTPA President

Robert S. Nelsen
Just an old cowhand (now) from the Rio Grande
Some might refer to the new president at The
University of Texas-Pan American as a “Dallas
cowboy” based on his ever-present cowboy boots,
his black hat, his western suits and his 18 years
working at The University of Texas System’s higher
education institution in that city.
However, the line from the famous Johnny Mercer
song, “I’m an old cowhand from the Rio Grande,”
now more appropriately fits Dr. Robert S. Nelsen,
who grew up poor milking and rounding up cows
on a ranch in Montana.
“I learned to milk a cow before I ever sat on a
horse,” he told a gathering on campus recently.
Nelsen, who began his new position as UTPA’s
eighth president, Jan. 1, 2010, keeps reminders of
his past close at hand, even displaying a well-worn
saddle in his office once owned by the Wild West
show performer Calamity Jane.
“It is an ice breaker,” said Nelsen, who also
displays Calamity Jane’s picture by the saddle, which
was given to him by an old family friend, and can tell
you tales about the frontierswoman’s rowdy life.
Nelsen was seen as a “perfect fit” to fill the
presidency here by those who know him best and
urged him to apply. His longtime colleagues pointed
to Nelsen’s humble upbringing, his affinity for both
students and faculty and his willingness to take
on challenges and get things done successfully, be
it developing new academic programs, leading a
reaccreditation process or implementing a strategic
plan. Additionally, he is fluent in Spanish, a subject
he started taking formal classes in as a sixth grader.
As a first generation college student, Nelsen
struggled financially to obtain a higher education
just like many students do now at UTPA, where 70
percent receive financial aid.
Story by Gail Fagan

“My parents were barely making it – we never ate
beef, we ate venison. We had 85 cows on 1,000 acres
at 20 cents a pound. You don’t make much money,”
he said.
At Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah,
where Nelsen earned both his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in political science, his first job
among several was going door to door spray painting
street addresses on the curb. He also worked as a
janitor from 3 to 8 a.m. buffing floors, then after
classes went to his evening job at a sporting goods
store. While working on his doctorate, he served as
a university residence hall head so he could get free
rent and food – an experience, he said, that made his
first month as president living in a residence hall at
UTPA not feel that unusual.
Nelsen has had his share of academic challenges
and uncertainties, as well. Even though he wrote his
first story at age 4, studied with Nobel Laureates,
such as Saul Bellow, at the University of Chicago,
and developed and taught in the creative writing
program at The University of Texas at Dallas (UTD),
he was found to be dyslexic in his childhood.
“I reverse letters and things like that. It’s not a bad
case. You just have to work a little harder,” he said.
He also dropped out of school for a year, an
occurrence not uncommon in Valley students who
need to help their families financially. Nelsen left
with only six hours to complete to take a position
setting up Western clothing stores in California
during the “Urban Cowboy” era, he said. He was
urged to return to school by his wife Jody, whom he
married in 1975.
“Jody is my best friend. She knew I was an
intellectual and was tired of not seeing me reading
or writing anything during that year,” said Nelsen,

who went on to earn his Ph.D. from the Committee
on Social Thought at the University of Chicago
with a specialization in modern literature, modern
philosophy and modern political theory.
A faculty brat, Jody is the daughter of a
law professor and is an experienced university
administrator herself, beginning her career at UTD.
She is currently executive vice president for finance
and administration at Texas A&M UniversityCorpus Christi, where Nelsen also last worked as
associate vice president for academic affairs and a
professor of English. The couple converses several
times a day, and she commutes every weekend to be
with her husband.
“People are often surprised that I know so much
about budgets. Well, if you are with a financial person
every day of your life, you better know about them.
If I have a financial question, I ask her; she knows
the answers,” he said.
A passionate writer, Nelsen is an accomplished
author with numerous publications of fiction in
literary journals and has completed a collection
of short stories, Orphans, Bums and Angels, as
well as a novel that is currently under a publisher’s
review. Nelsen has an equal passion for teaching and
motivating students to succeed.
“I am a very good teacher. Part of it is performance.
I love turning people on, seeing them realize that
they can do this (creative writing). All that they
have to do is portray their emotions, and they can be
successful,” said Nelsen, who in 2005 was awarded
the UT System Chancellor’s Council Award for
Outstanding Teaching.
Nelsen also became a faculty leader at UT Dallas,
serving five terms as Speaker of the Faculty (head of
the Faculty Senate), and remains a firm believer in
Los Arcos 13
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Nelsen (far left) is shown at age 12 with this father and
two brothers. Mike is a police officer. His brother Randy
(far right) owned a construction company and was
unfortunately killed in a backhoe accident. Nelsen’s
father delivered milk in the morning, worked sheet metal
in the afternoon and labored on his smaller Utah ranch
at night before moving his family to a 1,000-acre ranch
in Montana.

The 11-year-old Nelsen is atop Penny, one of the two
cutting horses the family had on their ranch. Penny, born
on the famed King Ranch in Texas, was the horse used
to ride long distances to round up stray cows. In the rear
is his family’s Montana house, where he grew up. It sits
on property that was once a Pony Express post.

A well-worn saddle in the executive office of Dr. Robert S. Nelsen exemplifies the new UTPA president’s
unassuming nature as well as his upbringing on a remote ranch in Montana. The saddle, which once belonged
to Calamity Jane, was given to Nelsen when he was a boy by an old family friend.
>>Continued from page 13

While in Chicago, Nelsen and another parent ran a Little
League program that included more than 500 children.
Nelsen is shown following a game, hugging the catcher,
he and Jody’s only child Seth, who tragically died in
2005 at age 25.

Dr. Francisco Cigarroa (left), chancellor of The University
of Texas System, visits with new UTPA President Robert S.
Nelsen and his wife, Jody, after introducing them to the
University community in November. Nelsen was chosen
by the UT System Board of Regents as UTPA’s eighth
president at a board meeting on Nov. 11, 2009.
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transparency and shared governance.
“I think my experience as a faculty leader
will make a difference here. I understand where
the faculty is coming from. I understand the
importance of what the faculty is doing. I
understand the importance of teaching. When I
wrote the strategic plan at UT Dallas, I wrote it
with the contributions of more than 200 faculty
and staff members. My goal is to build consensus
on campus and a joint sense of purpose,” he said.
Nelsen, who has kept up a busy schedule of
meeting as many government, business, and civic
leaders across the Valley as possible in his three
months on the job, says he is impressed with
the regional mentality here and the “can do”
attitude. He hopes to remain accessible to not
only community leaders but also to faculty and
students. He has established 3-5 p.m. office hours
on Fridays for students, so he can learn of their
concerns and ideas personally.
He is especially interested in securing more
buildings for the growing population of
students, particularly in science and engineering,
and investigating the problem of sophomore
retention.
“We are losing a huge chunk – 43 percent of
the students between their sophomore and junior
years,” he said.
If you ask about his vision for UTPA, Nelsen
will clearly tell you – to build upon the university’s
strengths to help the Valley.

“I want the university to be a powerhouse
in these fields – advanced manufacturing/
engineering, health care and research in health
care disparities, education with a special
emphasis on bilingual education, and business,
focusing particularly on border issues and
entrepreneurship. All of them wrap around the
Valley – this is what the Valley needs,” he said.
However, the new UTPA president believes
the process will require collaborations,
cooperation, partnerships and what he calls a
transdisciplinary approach.
“Take health care for example. We can work on
obesity and diabetes but not just confine it in the
College of Health Sciences and Human Services.
We are finding out that Type II diabetes is
generated by behavior. So we have to involve the
sociologist, the political scientist who can write
laws, the psychologist who can intervene, and the
marketing people who will talk about sugar. The
whole university has to rally around health care,”
he explained. “We can’t build silos. We have to
go beyond the normal disciplines so we can do
things new in the Valley that have never been
done before.”
Up to the challenge as he gets used to his new
saddle as UTPA’s chief “cowhand,” Nelsen said
he feels the “fit” his colleagues talked about and
knows now what he’d like his legacy to be.
“I want people to say that I was a great partner,”
he said.

ON CAMPUS

The University of Texas-Pan American’s College of Science and Engineering (COSE) has made dreams come
true for many students who have studied here since it opened its doors nearly
15 years ago. People like Rick Ybarra,
now an aerospace engineer for NASA;
Victor Reyes, a mechanical engineer for
Boeing; Marlen Ramirez, a manufacturing engineer with Northrop Grumman; and David Sanchez, an electrical engineer for Lockheed Martin, are prime examples.
While the COSE has proven to be successful, it has also acknowledged
the need for more graduates nationwide in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). In order to meet those needs,
UTPA has taken the step to offer more opportunities to students by splitting the college into a College of Engineering and Computer Science and
a College of Science and Mathematics.
According to Dr. Paul Sale, UTPA’s provost and vice president for academic affairs, this change will allow the university to better serve the Rio
Grande Valley, the region and the state.
“What we’re trying to do is position ourselves to build an infrastructure for the Valley. We serve many local businesses, and we also serve the
state quite well by producing, engineers, scientists and doctors. But, by
splitting the two colleges, UTPA will be better positioned than if we had
chosen to keep it as a single college,” Sale said.
Each college will stand alone and continue to operate in its existing
facilities. But because of a boom in student population, a proposed new
building, currently in the development stages, would provide much needed additional space for both colleges.
“The enrollment continues to climb. In fact it’s climbing so fast I wonder sometimes if we can keep up with it especially with all the budget constraints that we’re currently under,” Sale said. “But I’m sure that working
with the UT System and with our regional partners we are going to be
able to keep up with our increased enrollment.”
Sale also pointed out that with more business expected to move into the
area, the two colleges will be ready to help meet the demand for a qualified workforce.
“I understand there are more manufacturing companies coming to both sides of the border, and we are uniquely positioned

to assist them as they prepare and
develop their professional workforce,”
he said.
University administrators also believe
dividing the college will give students
their own identity and allow them to be
more focused on their studies. They’ll also
have the opportunity to get to know their
classmates better and have their own dean

to come to in time of need.
“It’s a matter of dividing departments, budgets and programs. The entire faculty in the College of Science and Engineering seemed to be behind
this, so there was not a lot of debate. I think everybody sees the benefit
both to the college and our students, but also to the community and to
the state,” Sale said.
Students also support the separation of the college. UTPA’s Student
Government Association President Ragu Puttagunta is a biology and
chemistry major. He will fall under the College of Science and Mathematics and receive his degree from there.
“In terms of resources, in terms of time and especially in terms of
equipment, the split will definitely be a benefit. For the deans and the administration, I think it will allow them to provide a better focus to the individual priorities of each department in both colleges,” Puttagunta said.
“The real advantage will be for students because it will give them more of
an opportunity to share their concerns with their own dean who shares
their own career focus.”
Electrical engineering graduate student Faraon Torres-Lazos also looks
forward to the change. “As long as the two colleges keep collaborating
and there’s essence of teamwork between students, research and professors to make this university better, I completely applaud the effort,”
Torres-Lazos said.
“Our college presently produces about half of the research funding
that comes to UTPA and research opportunities are increasing with more
emphasis on research that produces economic development and entrepreneurship,” said Dr. Edwin Lemaster, who currently holds the COSE dean
position but will be retiring in August. “I believe that our development
in the sciences and in engineering can be stimulated by splitting the organization and giving greater emphasis to both.”
The split is expected take effect in fall 2010.
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Student Success
creativity celebrated
A Poet Emerges
Lauren Espinoza, a senior English major, was chosen as one of
25 young poets in the nation to be featured in an anthology titled,
“Time You Let Me In: 25 Poets Under 25,” edited by awardwinning poet and writer Naomi Shihab Nye.
“I was so excited to find out that my poetry had been selected,” Espinoza said. “I immediately called Emmy Perez, my poetry professor, and thanked her so much for all her help. Finding
out my poetry was going to be published really humbled me and
made me feel like what I was doing was worth it.”
The 24-year-old McAllen native said she felt very fortunate to
have the opportunity to take graduate courses as an undergraduate student, which she feels helped her in her writing.
The anthology was published in February by Greenwillow,
an imprint of HarperCollins. The book is available for order at
www.amazon.com and www.harperteen.com.
Emmy Perez, assistant professor of English said, “It isn’t very
often that work by such young writers is selected for publication
by such a well-accomplished editor/poet at a major publishing
house.”			
Nye has written two acclaimed novels for teens and was a
National Book Award finalist for her poetry collection, “19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East.”

“Finding out my poetry
was going to be published
really humbled me
and made me feel
like what I was doing
was worth it.”

A Day in the Park

“I hope we

achieved

what we
			
set out to do...”
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Three UTPA students were recognized for their work as authors and
illustrators of a children’s book that first started off as a class assignment
and now can be found in some local libraries.
Beatriz Guzman Velasquez, senior art and English major from Mission,
illustrated the book while Bonnie Garcia of Mission, an English graduate
student, and Jose Canales of Pharr, a recent graduate with a degree in English, wrote the 17-page storyline titled “Little Louie’s Big Adventure.”
The book tells the story of a kingfisher and the migrating bird’s exciting
journey through the Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park in Mission as
he searches for his cousin who lives there.
Area librarians and state park officials honored the student’s accomplishments at a ceremony on Dec. 3, 2009.
The students said the project became more than just a class assignment
and a learning experience. It also taught them about the importance of
community service. In this case, it was to help raise awareness for the state
park. Garcia said they had their audience – the children – in mind throughout the whole process of writing the book.
“Having the opportunity to actually go out and see how we can benefit
the community was great,” Garcia said. “I hope we achieved what we set
out to do, which was to get children interested in the park. If children follow the map in the back of the book and walk through the same path, they
will see everything that is portrayed in the book. The book has a connection to some place local that few books tend to have.”
A few copies of the book were printed and distributed to local libraries
for children to enjoy and learn about the park.
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Panorama,

UTPA’s student-produced magazine, continues to win awards. In late February, the 2008-2009 edition swept
the student awards categories at the annual American Advertising Federation Rio Grande Valley competition –
winning eight gold ADDY Awards, the Best of Student Entries award and a Special Judges’ Award for creative
teamwork.
Editors-in-chief were graphic design majors Jennifer Terazas and Alexis Carranza. Esmer Olveras, also a
graphic design major, was design editor, and Santa Hernandez, a communication major, was assistant design
editor. Panorama is co-advised by Department of Communication faculty members Dr. Kimberly Selber and
Donna Pazdera.
Eight of the area winning entries from the 2008-2009 Panorama have been forwarded to the Regional ADDY
competition, with winners to be announced April 14. Since 2004, the magazine has won more than 80 local, regional, national and international awards.

Reel-2-Red
Heart-felt EMMY

The University of Texas-Pan
American’s student internship program, Reel to Red Productions, has
received a Lone Star EMMY for its
documentary “The Heart of Experience,” which follows 38 UTPA
students as they journeyed into
Eastern Europe in 2008 on a study
abroad excursion.
The results were announced at
the 7th Annual Lone Star EMMY
Awards ceremony in Dallas on
Oct. 17, 2009.
Initiated by Dr. Kenneth Buckman, Minnie Stephens Piper Professor and director of the Rafael A.
“Felo” and Carmen Guerra Honors Program at UTPA, “The Heart
of Experience” features the impact
and transformative experience that
studying abroad has on students.
Student filmmaker Hilda Del Rio
of Edinburg recalls the excitement
of it all. “I was bombarded with
two things,” Del Rio said, “working and then taking everything in.
I was enjoying the view, but then I
was filming it, too.”
Reel to Red Productions, a multiaward-winning, student-operated
production internship program
is housed in the UTPA Office of

University Relations. In addition
to this recent honor, the student
interns also received an EMMY for
their dramatic film “Dead Letter”
in 2007. Their production, “Going
Nowhere,” which was nominated
for an EMMY in 2005, garnered a
national Telly Award for the group
that same year.
Altogether, the student internship program has earned 13
regional and national awards,
and its works have been shown
in film festivals as far away
as Germany.

“I was

enjoying

the view,
		
but then
I was
filming it,
			
too.

”

Three students at The University of Texas-Pan American
received Gold Circle Awards
from the Columbia Scholastic Press Association for their
published submissions in the
Gallery, a student literary arts
magazine at UTPA. 		
The national awards from
the School of Journalism at
Columbia University attracted
over 8,000 entries in the more
than 243 categories.
Brandon Shuler of Pharr,
who is pursuing a master’s in
literature at UTPA, placed
second in the humor category
for magazines with his essay
“How Jonathan Swift Saved
My Marriage.”
Beatriz Guzman Velasquez
of Mission, a senior majoring
in art and English, received
two certificates of merit for
her poetry “Santa de las Embarazadas” and her portfolio
of illustrations and artwork
for the magazine.
Amanda de la Fuente of Edinburg, a junior majoring in
sociology, received a certificate
of merit for her page design for
the magazine.
Speaking on behalf of the
three winners, de la Fuente
said, “These prestigious awards
not only legitimize Gallery in
the national venue, but also the
importance of UTPA’s student
voices and perspectives on the
world.”		
Work in the Gallery is chosen, designed and published by
UTPA students enrolled in the
ENG 3334 (Gallery) class.
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Haring named
associate AD
Andrew Haring, former assistant athletics director for
development at The University of Texas at San Antonio,
has been named associate
athletic director for external
operations at UTPA by Athletic Director Chris King.
Haring previously served as assistant director of athletic
development at Northern Illinois University (NIU), where
he was involved with the completion of the private funding
portion (over $7.4 million) of an academic and athletic performance center. He also helped increase annual giving to the
NIU athletic scholarship fund by more than 50 percent, surpassing $1 million for the first time.
Haring earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism and a master’s in sports management from The University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

GWC Golf Championships
in Edinburg April 26-27
UTPA will host the 2010 Great West Conference Golf Championships April 26-27 at the Los
Lagos Golf Club in Edinburg.
The women’s field will consist of all Great West
Conference teams, while the men’s field includes
a combination of the America Sky Men’s Golf
Conference and the Great West Conference
teams.
For information, visit www.utpabroncs.com
or call 956/381-2221.

Coach Williams honored by 1963
NAIA National Championship team

F

uture student athletes at The University of Texas-Pan American will reap
the benefits of a newly created endowment honoring popular longtime coach
Sam Williams, who headed up the Broncs
basketball program from 1957-1973 and led
the 1963 team to the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) national
championship.
Led by Jim Board of McAllen, members
of the 1963 team raised $265,000 to honor
their 85-year-old former coach, and on Jan.
30, Coach Williams joined several members
of the 1963 team, UTPA President Robert
S. Nelsen and Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services John Edwards to
celebrate the announcement of the Sam Williams Endowed Scholarship. The ceremony
took place during halftime at the Broncs vs.
South Dakota basketball game in the center
of the UTPA Fieldhouse court that also bears
Coach Williams’ name.
The scholarship funds were raised in conjunction with the UTPA Office of Alumni
Relations and the Alumni Association over
the course of seven years through events
such as an annual Las Vegas Extravaganza
and drawings at golf tournaments.
The Sam Williams Endowed Scholarship
will provide annual scholarships to the men’s
basketball program.
“I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Jim Board (former NAIA championship player), the Bronc Hoopsters and the
other NAIA 1963 National Championship
team members for their contributions and
dedication to the UTPA Broncs,” said Chris
King, UTPA athletic director.
King particularly cited his appreciation for
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Coach Sam Williams
Board’s work in supporting and promoting
UTPA’s athletic department and the men’s
basketball program.
“He is truly a superb ambassador for Bronc
basketball alumni, and I can’t tell you how
much I appreciate his support, his advice and
guidance since my arrival in October 2009,”
King said. “What Jim Board has done in such
a short time in endowing a men’s basketball
scholarship is amazing, and is recognized by
many around this program and the university.”
For more information about contributing to the Sam Williams Endowed Scholarship fund, call the UTPA Development
Office at 956/318-5301.

sponsors offer record $12,000 in prizes

A

nglers will vie for a record $12,000 in cash prizes
April 30-May 1 at the Third Annual Bronc Athletics
International Tournament (B.A.I.T.), sponsored on
South Padre Island by SKANSKA, Rio Health Medical and
Prime Medical Supply.
“B.A.I.T., which drew 150 contestants last year, is a fun
and unique way for Bronc fans and avid anglers to support
UTPA Athletics,” said Andrew Haring, associate athletic
director for external operations. “It’s a wonderful way to
enjoy a fantastic day of fishing and compete for great prizes;
all to benefit our tremendous student-athletes.”
Registration is $300 per boat team, with a maximum of four
per boat, with Texas Parks & Wildlife regulations applying.
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The registration fee includes the Captain’s Dinner and the
Awards Ceremony at the Sea Ranch South Point Marina.
This year’s cash purse includes $4,000 for first place, with
the top 10 finishers paid out. A fly fishing division has been
added to this year’s competition.
Proceeds from the event will go to the Bronc Athletic
Fund, which benefits student-athletes in all 14 sports.
“Whether you catch the biggest fish or just enjoy the
day supporting UTPA, we look forward to seeing you at
B.A.I.T.,” Haring noted.
For more information about B.A.I.T.,
visit www.utpabroncs.com or call 956/381-2221.

ATHLETICS

UTPA to host inaugural GWC Tourney

Bronc Baseball, under the leadership of second-year head coach Manny Mantrana, kicked
off its 2010 season in late February with the
Eighth Annual Al Ogletree Classic, sweeping
the tournament with wins over Prairie View
A&M and The University of Texas at Brownsville. The Broncs began the season 4-0, a feat
that had not been accomplished since 1996 under Head Coach Emeritus Al Ogletree.
The team then faced No. 3 Texas on March 2
and fell just short of their fifth consecutive win
with a 3-2 heartbreaker in Austin. The Broncs’
pre-conference slate has included series against
notable names Notre Dame, Iowa and Stephen
F. Austin.
This season’s schedule also includes a variety
of promotions. Mark your calendar for Kids
Meet the Team Day each Sunday throughout
the season, Bark at the Park on April 9 as the

men open conference play with Northern Colorado, Greek Night on April 16 as the UTPA
faces North Dakota, Father and Son Night on
April 20 with a matchup against Texas A&MCorpus Christi, Military Appreciation Night
on May 7 as the Broncs host Houston Baptist,
Free Admission for all fans on May 21 (NJIT)
and Boy/Girl Scout Day on May 22 (NJIT).
To cap off the season, the Broncs will host
the inaugural Great West Conference Baseball Championships at Edinburg Baseball
Stadium on May 26-29. The tournament
field for the conference championships will
include eight teams from across the nation.
For baseball tickets or more information
about UTPA Bronc Athletics, visit www.utpabroncs.com or call 956/381-2221.

UTPA Baseball Home Schedule
April 9

Northern Colorado

6 p.m.

April 10

Northern Colorado

1 p.m. (DH)

April 11

Northern Colorado

12 noon

April 16

North Dakota

6 p.m.

April 17

North Dakota

1 p.m. (DH)

April 18

North Dakota

12 noon

April 20	Texas A&M-CC	

6 p.m.

May 7	Houston Baptist

6 p.m.

May 8	Houston Baptist

1 p.m. (DH)

May 9	Houston Baptist

12 noon

May 21

NJIT	

3 p.m. (DH)

May 22

NJIT	

2 p.m. (DH)

Great West Conference Championships
May 26-29	TBA	TBA

UTPA Honors Hall of Fame Class of 2010
Six former Broncs and one of the Athletic Department’s most loyal friends
were inducted into The University of Texas-Pan American Athletics Hall of
Fame and Hall of Honor during a ceremony on campus Feb. 13.
“Like past recipients to the Hall of Fame and Hall of Honor classes, this
year’s inductees exemplify not only exceptional athletic talents, but also the
qualities of dedication, honor and perseverance, which have continued to
serve them well outside of sports,” said Director of Athletics Chris King.
The 2010 Hall of Fame inductees are:
Jim Hickey (Baseball, 1982-83) – Hickey set program marks for wins, innings and complete games in a season as a senior. That same season, he helped
the team to a program-record of 64 wins and was awarded All-America status as the Broncs made it into the NCAA tournament. This All-American
pitcher has become one of only seven major league pitching coaches to go to a
World Series with two different teams – the Houston Astros, where he spent
16 seasons, and the Tampa Bay Rays, which he joined in 2006.
Felipe Leal (Baseball, 1963-65) – During his Bronc career, Leal made AllAmerica twice as the second Bronc to toss a no-hitter, set a program record
for wins and lead the team to the NAIA playoffs in 1963 and 1964. He is described as a fantastic pitcher, who in 1967, rose to the AA level with the California Angels, after an All-America career with Pan American University.
Nancy Mireles (Track, 1985-89) – Mireles’ exploits have stood the
test of time. When it comes to Lady Bronc track, her name should
readily come to mind. The UTPA athletes of today are still trying to break her records set in the 1980s. The long-distance
specialist holds five marks after a career in which she was a

three-time American South champion runner and in 1988 a holder of seven
titles in track and cross country
Lupe Salinas (Baseball, 1970-73) – Salinas won 38 games during his time
and left the program ranked No. 1 in career, complete games and innings
pitched, plus No. 2 in strikeouts. He is the man who will always be remembered for pitching the Broncs into the College World Series in 1971. He made
All-America in 1972 and was an All-America district pick for two seasons.
After his college career, Salinas became a standout pitcher in the highest echelon of the Mexican League and later a well-regarded manager.
Fred Taylor (Basketball, 1967-70) – Taylor averaged 22.7 points per game
for Pan American University. As a 6-foot-5 swingman, he scored 1,721 points
in his career. After being named Honorable Mention All-America his senior
year, he was one of 18 Pan Am basketball players to be drafted by the NBA,
playing with the Phoenix Suns and Cincinnati Royals.
The 2010 Hall of Honor inductee is:
Dr. Ben Garza (Sports Doctor, 1981-Present) – Garza has been there for
all the bumps, bruises and worse for almost 40 years as a team physician for
area high schools and UTPA. He is recognized among Edinburg residents as
the man on the sideline that brings patience, knowledge and love for the game.
Lending his expertise has given him the honor of receiving the Distinguished
Service Award for the Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of Fame in the summer
of 2009.
Pictured left to right are 2010 Hall of Fame inductees Lupe Salinas,
Dr. Ben Garza, Nancy Mireles, Jim Hickey and Fred Taylor.

ALUMNI

pillars of success
class of 2010

very two years, The University of Texas-Pan American chooses
outstanding alumni to be featured in the university’s Visitors
Center, the “front door” of the campus where tens of thousands of
guests are welcomed each year.
On Feb. 19, the latest “Pillars of Success” were introduced in a
ceremony attended by nearly 200 family members, friends, faculty, staff
and students, and the honorees’ photos and stories were unveiled in an
exhibit that will remain in the Center until 2012.
The “Pillars of Success” Class of 2010 was selected by the University

gustavo de l a v iñ a †
Gustavo De La Viña, chief patrol
agent (retired), United States Border
Patrol – An Edinburg native, De La
Viña, earned a bachelor’s degree
in physical education in 1963
and served as an educator before
entering the U.S. Border Patrol in
1970. Over the next 34 years, he
rose to lead a number of Border
Patrol Sectors across the country
and assumed the position of chief
of the U.S. Border Patrol in 1997,
serving until his retirement in
2004. He was the first MexicanAmerican to achieve that position.
De La Viña’s initiatives include
Operation Gatekeeper, which
added infrastructure, technology
and more agents along the border to
discourage illegal immigration, and
the Border Safety Initiative, which
systematically
advised
border
residents of the dangers of illegal
crossings saving thousands of lives
since its inception. De La Viña, who
passed away suddenly late last year,
was represented by his daughter
Dina and other family members at
the ceremony.

† deceased
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Executive Committee from a list of nominees recommended by the
Visitors Center Exhibits Committee, which is composed of faculty
and staff.
“We keep this display up for a period of two years because we want
our visitors and students to know what this university is producing –
outstanding graduates. These ‘Pillars of Success’ stand as role models for
paths we want our students to follow,” said Dr. Robert S. Nelsen,
UTPA president.

dr. dan a gon zalez

dr. ani l m enon

Dr. Dana Gonzalez, obstetrician
and gynecologist, Victoria (Texas)
Women’s Clinic – A child of first
generation,
Mexican-American
migrant farm workers, Gonzalez
was raised in Alamo and aspired
to be a doctor while attending the
South Texas High School for Health
Professions, where she ranked third
in her class. While in high school,
she became a single mother but with
encouragement from family and
educators continued her dream of
a medical career. She was accepted
into the Premedical Honors
College program at UTPA, where
she received a bachelor’s degree in
biology in 1998. Gonzalez went on
to obtain her medical degree at The
University of Texas Medical Branch
in Galveston. She is currently
practicing in Victoria as the city’s
only Mexican-American bilingual
ob/gyn.

Dr. Anil Menon, president, Globalization and Smart+Connected
Communities at Cisco Systems Inc.
– After earning an MBA from then
Pan American University in 1984,
Menon launched his career to become a global corporate leader. In
his current role, Menon co-leads a
cross-Cisco team in the corporation’s globalization efforts around
Smart+Connected Communities,
focusing on services-led solutions
in safety and security, real estate,
energy and transportation. He is responsible for utilizing new business
models, solutions and a global ecosystem in these efforts. Menon previously led IBM’s corporate strategy
in IBM growth markets and was also
a successful academic and business
consultant, providing services to
worldwide corporate giants such as
Coca Cola and Sony Corp. among
many others. Currently on the job
in his native country, India, Menon
was represented at the ceremony by
Jackie Michel, a former colleague of
Menon and current director of Innovation and Intellectual Property
at UTPA.

Previous Pillars of Success
2008

Maj. Gen. William F. Garrison (BBA ‘66),
U.S. Army
Arturo E. Guerra Jr. (BA ‘65), retired attorney
and district judge, Hidalgo County
Dr. Marla M. Guerra (MEd ‘76),
Superintendent, South Texas Independent
School District

j avi er palom a r e z
Javier Palomarez, president and
CEO, United States Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce – One
of the nation’s pre-eminent
multicultural sales and marketing
executives, Palomarez is a thoughtleader and strategist on the issues
affecting consumers, particularly
the Hispanic community. One of
10 children raised in a single parent
household in South Texas by his
mother, Palomarez did migrant
farm work and learned English as
a second language. A high school
dropout, he earned a GED and later
worked his way through college to
earn a bachelor’s degree in finance
at UTPA. He began his career at
Allstate Insurance Company, where
he helped initiate the industry’s
first fully integrated, nationwide
Hispanic marketing, sales and
service campaign. He later worked
at Sprint as assistant vice president
for marketing and public relations
and at ING Financial Services as
vice president of multicultural
marketing.

tim tully
Tim Tully, president and founder,
Southwest Precision Printers, L.P.
– A Dallas native, Tully entered Pan
American University in 1968 on a
baseball scholarship. As an assistant
under acclaimed coach Al Ogletree,
he helped lead the 1971 team to
the College World Series. After
graduating with a bachelor’s degree
in physical education, Tully started
a career as a sales representative in
a reprographics company owned
by a college friend’s father. He
ventured out on his own in 1975 to
start Southwest Precision Printers
in Bellaire, Texas. That company,
which he leads as president, is now
the largest independent commercial
printing company in Houston,
providing
services
worldwide
and winning countless awards
for printing quality and graphic
excellence.

Lucious “Luke” Jackson Jr. (BS ‘73), Olympic
gold medalist and former forward with the
Philadelphia 76ers
Roberto Pulido (BA ‘73), Tejano music
recording artist

2006

Noe Hinojosa (BBA ‘84), president and CEO,
Estrada Hinojosa Investment Bankers, Dallas
Rear Admiral Jose Luis Betancourt Jr. (BA ‘70),
U.S. Navy (retired)
Humberto “H.R.” Peña (BA ‘71), partner,
law firm of Hunton and Williams LLP,
Washington D.C.
Reverend Minerva Carcano (BA ‘75), Bishop,
Western Jurisdiction, United Methodist Church
State Senator Juan (Chuy) Hinojosa (BA ‘70),
Texas District 20

2003

Norma Ester Borrego (BA ‘02), at 18, one of
youngest students to earn a baccalaureate degree
Congressman Rubén Hinojosa (MBA ‘80),
elected to Congress in 1996 from the 15th
District of Texas
Dr. Velma Menchaca (BS ‘79), chair,
Department of School Administration, UTPA
College of Education
Valente Rodgriguez (BA ‘86), actor, featured on
the George Lopez Show on ABC
Daniel Yturria Butler (BBA ‘70), prominent
South Texas rancher
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Javier Palomarez

Class of 1986 | BBA in Finance
United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
President and Chief Executive Officer

T

hough Javier Palomarez is considered one of the nation’s preeminent multicultural sales and marketing executives and is
CEO of the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, that’s not
what was on his mind during a visit to The University of Texas-Pan
American in February (see related story, pages 20-21).
Instead, he was wondering if the university might still have a copy
of The Wall Street Journal in which his name appeared after he won a
scholarship. He was also remembering how he and his friend, Tommy
Villarreal (BBA ’87), now an owner of Nicho Produce in Edinburg, and
a few other classmates in the College of Business Administration joined
forces in 1985 to start a student organization for finance majors.
“All the smart guys were in the accounting class, and all the guys
who were having fun were in the marketing class,” Palomarez recalled.
“The finance guys…well, we didn’t have anything, so three young men
and a young woman in one of the finance classes got together. There
was no room for us, so they literally gave us a broom closet. We got a
little tag that said ‘Financial Management Association,’ and we were off
and running.”
Palomarez has come a long way from that broom closet. From migrant
worker and high school dropout, he has come to be known as a pioneer
in multicultural marketing and a sought-after spokesperson, thoughtleader and strategist on the issues affecting America’s consumers,
particularly those in the Hispanic community. He has been quoted in
The Wall Street Journal, Business Week, USA Today and many others,
and during his visit to campus shared some of his thoughts with Los
Arcos.
Yours is a very compelling personal story. Could you share some of
your background?
My story is actually not that unusual. In my day, growing up in this
part of the world, I had a lot of contemporaries. My father left my mom
when I was about 5 or 6; there were 10 of us and I was the youngest.
My mother was actually very well-educated, an accountant, but when
she came to the U.S. no one was hiring Mexican accountants, certainly
not women Mexican accountants. After my father left, what she had
was a lot of strapping boys, so off we would go…working in the fields
in Indiana picking corn. I spent a lot of summers doing that.
You dropped out of high school and later got your GED. How did
you end up at the University?
As always, there’s a girl involved. I met Becky Machac, who had already
graduated from Pan Am and worked as a loan officer at what was then
McAllen State Bank. She had a degree and I didn’t, so I decided that
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I better get serious or I’m going to lose this girl. She was a very wise
investor…she bought low and she’s not fixing to sell any time soon as
far as I can tell, thank God. Now, here we are 25 years later.
What did you do after graduating from Pan Am in 1986?
I had two interviews set up after I graduated…one was with IBM in
Dallas. I had a 10:30 appointment, but I had gone with a friend of mine,
Pete Medrano (BBA ‘86), who now works for Lowe’s. Pete borrowed
a car from his sister because between the two of us we didn’t have a
useful car. He had an interview at the Allstate regional offices, and my
interview with IBM was about four blocks down…but not until later,
so I went with him. It was like college recruiting day. There were about
60 kids sitting around with their resumés, just waiting their turn. This
one guy, Fred Palacios or something like that, kept being called. About
the third or fourth time they called for him, I looked around and said
“I’m Fred Palacios.” I had one interview that went very well, then they
took me to meet with the next person and the next. I’m an hour and a
half into this thing, and “Fred” is hitting it out of the ballpark, so I’m
thinking, “man, now what?” Long story short, I managed to go from
being “Fred” back to “Javier” that day, and Allstate offered me a job.
What took you to the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce?
I’ve always been engaged with the Chamber. I was always on the other
side, the guy writing the check. Like any organization, we were going
through a transition, and the time was just right for me. We advocate
on behalf of America’s three million Hispanic-owned businesses. We
believe that small business is the backbone and the engine that drives
the American economy. I think that what we do in the next few years
will be impactful, not only for the Hispanic business community but
for the Hispanic community period...and that’s what we are supposed
to be doing.
What sage advice do you have for today’s UTPA students?
The thing the Valley taught me, and I think it’s still true today, is that
this is a place where anything is possible. When I was younger, we
didn’t have nearly the opportunity, the exposure, the potential that I
see now. The Valley is growing and it’s going to boom, and so I think
what I would say to young people is that there is a huge world out
there, and you’ve got a wonderful training ground here. It’s a great time
to be a student at The University of Texas-Pan Am. This is a part of the
world – not just the country, but the world – that is going to experience
some phenomenal things, and I would just encourage them to get their
education and to get out there and make it happen.

Alicia Torres

ALUMNI

’83 Alumna

A success in business. A leader in giving.

A

lthough she never set out to be the
founder of a business that would be
bought by the 15th largest Fortune
500 company in the United States,
Alicia Torres (BBA ’83) said her education at
The University of Texas-Pan American was
vital to her success as an entrepreneur and business leader.
“My education here at Pan Am really was the
foundation of my success,” said Torres, who
graduated in December 1983 with a degree in accounting and recently became the first alumnus
to join the new UTPA President’s Circle at the
highest giving level.
Torres is now a vice president at McKesson
Provider Technologies, a business unit within
McKesson, Inc., an international healthcare corporation that bought her business – Rosebud
Solutions – in 2008.
McKesson was attracted to what Torres’
company had developed – medical equipment
management software programs to help hospitals organize and track resources that tend to be
used often, are expensive and highly mobile, like
surgical trays and instruments, carts, tissue and
device implants and medical scopes. The tracking systems use bar codes and wireless electronic
readers to manage equipment and improve
workflow processes.
“They came to us and had looked at our competitors. Obviously it felt great to know we had
developed a solution line that can make a difference in their larger product offerings in healthcare,” said Torres, who is happy with McKesson’s corporate culture. “We operate on what
we call ‘I care principles,’ which include integrity, customer-first, accountability, respect and
excellence. What that means is they have great
values and so much respect for my team.”
Torres, who now lives and works in Ann
Arbor, Mich., recently returned to the UTPA
campus where she shared her background and
leadership tips with students at the university’s
annual LeaderShape Institute.
Torres said she believes UTPA is one of the
best causes she can give to and hopes her membership in the President’s Circle will encourage
a culture of giving back by alumni.
“My education made such a huge difference
in my life. I appreciate the fact that I was given
that opportunity here, and that the university is
a resource here in the Valley for people with my
background and my culture, and at a time when
young women were not encouraged to leave
home and go to school. I think that resource
needs to continue,” she said.
One of six children, Torres was born in a
small town outside Monterrey, Mexico, and
came to the United States when she was in junior
high. Her father Oscar Luis, a butcher, and her
mother Alicia, a housewife and seamstress, were

also migrant farm workers who, Torres recalled,
took the family – five girls and one boy – along
each summer to Ohio to pick cucumbers.
“For me, it was a great experience because the
whole family was together for the whole summer and it was really fun. I really didn’t consider
it hard work,” she said.
Her older sister Marlen Ramirez (MSE ’03),
now an engineer at Northrop Grumman in
Maryland, was the first to enter college and
graduate. The other four sisters followed Marlen’s lead and became college graduates. Torres
said her high school vocational education program arranged a job for her with Sweeten and
Sweeten, now the Long Chilton LLP accounting
firm in McAllen, where she worked through college and gained valuable experience.
“I was getting first-hand experience in accounting, and that was great. It also paid for a
lot of my expenses and books,” she said.
After graduating, she went into a succession of
financial positions in Rio Grande Valley healthcare facilities. She next moved to San Antonio,
where she met her husband Frank Legacki and
started directing the development of software
programs to track product efficacy at Kinetic
Concepts Inc., a worldwide provider of advanced healing technologies. She worked there
for seven years before starting her own business
in 1997.
A successful entrepreneur himself, Legacki
had owned a number of businesses including
Kaepa, athletic footwear company, which he
sold and then joined Torres in running Rosebud
Solutions. Torres said her husband was a great
supporter and her first investor.
“He really was the person who made me
realize that I could start a company and
have a strategy for it, grow it and sell it,”
said Torres, who was able to obtain Small
Business Administration (SBA) loans and
more than $1 million in angel investing
to help finance her venture.
She said their partnership brought
different strengths to the company.
“It worked because we have different strengths – he focused on all
the alliances, the marketing and
investor relations. I focused on
product development, sales and
all the internal controls of the
company. We had totally different strengths that complemented each other,” she said.
During the UTPA LeaderShape forum comprised of successful alumni and other leaders, Torres told students that
“just because you are the leader
does not mean you know everything.”
“As a leader you ultimately make the final

decision, but a good leader will listen to their
team,” she said. “Leadership requires lots of
communication with not only your employees
but with your investors, the bankers and, of
course, your clients.”
Vice President for University Advancement
Janice Odom called Torres an exceptional role
model not only for UTPA students but also
for her 60,000-plus fellow alumni around the
world.
“Alicia is a wonderful example of an alum
who remembers her roots and has chosen to
give back to her alma mater,”
Odom said.

“

We operate on
what we call
I care principles.

”
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